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The Birthday of the Federation of St. Scholastica! 

On February 25, 2022 our federation will mark its 100th birthday!  Happy birthday 
to us! On that day in 1922, the Vatican Sacred Congregation of Affairs of Religious 
(now called the Congregation for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of 
Apostolic Life – CICLSAL) issued a decree granting temporary approbation, approv-
ing the constitutions and erecting the Congregation of St. Scholastica, then con-

sisting of 10 member monasteries.  It 
was not until June 1930 when the 
Sacred Congregation of Religious 
(another name change) issued its 
decree granting final approbation to 
the Declarations and constitutions of 
the Congregation of St. Scholastica. 
(You can find the wording of these 
decrees in the introductory section 
of Call to Life.) 

We will mark this important anniversary during our Centennial General Chapter to 
be held from June 15-21, 2022 at Mount St. Scholastica in Atchison, Kansas.  We 
look forward to having prioresses and elected delegates from each house in the 
federation gathered together to participate, deliberate and make decisions, and 
look forward to the future.  In addition, we will have significant parts of the Chap-
ter livestreamed to each member monastery so that all in our monasteries can 
participate from home.  

At the end of our General Chapter, we will continue the anniversary celebration 
with the Benedictine Colloquium, also to be held in Atchison on June 22-23, 2022. 
Please see the special federation centennial website for details: 

 https://scholastica-celebration.org/ 

There will be 3 movements with 2 speakers each: Wisdom, Witness, Way Forward. 
The colloquium will be open to all Benedictines, not just prioresses and elected 
delegates, and it can be attended in person or virtually online.   

Please see more details in the other news item in this newsletter, submitted by 
Centennial Celebration Planning Committee Co-Chair Linda Romey on page 3.

http://www.federationofsaintscholastica.org/
https://scholastica-celebration.org/
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    I hope that every house in our federation is finding a time and place to regularly pray this prayer throughout our 

    Centennial Year! 

en unión con Cristo,
compartamos su paz,
mostremos su amor,
y le demos a conocer en nuestro mundo.
¡Amén! 
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Put the Centennial Colloquium on your calendar: June 21-24, 2022 

Join the Federation of St. Scholastica as we facilitate the emerging future of Benedictine life! 
Four years in the making, is a Colloquium that will open 
in conjunction with the closing celebration of the 2022 Federation Centennial Chapter, a 
symbolic entrance into our next 100 years. 

Registration for the colloquium is open to all followers of Benedict—women and men who are professed, oblates, or 
spiritual seekers—because Benedictine life can be lived in many different ways. The Colloquium will take place on site 
at Mount St. Scholastica in Atchison, KS, June 21-24, 2022, and explore Benedictine wisdom, witness, and envisioning 
the way forward. It will be a hybrid event that will welcome virtually those who cannot be present in Atchison. Regis-
tration will open in January and will include a discounted rate for Chapter delegates who extend their stay in Atchison 
to participate.  

Six women, Judith Sutera, OSB, Christine Valters Paintner, Oblate, Deborah Asberry, Patricia Fawkner, OSB, Edith 
Bogue, OSB, and Katie Gordon will present papers on the three goals set by the Centennial Planning Committee: 

 Make our Benedictine way of life visible and accessible in new ways to today’s seekers by celebrating our history
and envisioning our future.

 Share our lives as Benedictine women, past and present, what we stand for, and why we do what we do as we
invite others to experience our charism and good zeal and to join us in “running while we have the light of
life.” (Prologue, Rule of Benedict)

 Support Benedictine life today so that it can continue to be the same kind of stabilizing presence in our cities and
towns and light for spiritual seekers that it has been for more than 1500 years.

Both onsite and online participants will join in conversation and visioning throughout the Colloquium, and two Bene-
dictine women, Judith Valente, Oblate, and 
Joanna Burley, OSB, will offer responses to the 
papers presented. Learn more about each pre-
senter and responder here: https://scholastica
-celebration.org/

Please help us spread the word by encourag-
ing your friends, oblates, and followers to sign 

up for our email list at: https://scholastica-
celebration.org/   to  receive updates and 

information about the Colloquium. 

In the near future we’ll be making marketing 
materials available and asking you to help us 
promote the Benedictine Life: A Vision Unfold-
ing Colloquium.  

     From Linda Romey and Elizabeth Brown 

 Centennial Planning Committee Members 
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A Special Plea to all our 
members to help us soon 
with photos for 
promoting our vision for 
the future. 



CIB Conference of Delegates meets virtually for the first time ever! 

“It was like Pentecost!” 

This was what one CIB delegate wrote to me in an email shortly after the CIB Conference of Delegates meeting in Sep-

tember which was held online.  There were delegates and substitutes from 18 of the 19 CIB regions of the world repre-

sented, in addition to the members of the CIB Administrative Council, the 3 interpreters for Spanish, French and Italian, 

as well as tech manager, Michelle Sinkhorn (Ferdinand), and the CIB executive secretary, Mary Luke Jones (Beech 

Grove). 

With the assistance of the interpreters, we all prayed and listened and spoke together as if in one language.  We 

prayed together virtually, led by a few in our number who inspired us to meditate on our call as found in Scripture and 

the Rule.  We listened to speakers – Benedictines, Abbot Primate Gregory Polan, Abbot President Jeremias Schroeder, 

and Sister Scholastika Haring, as well as Sister Patricia Murray, ibvm, general secretary of UISG based in Rome.  We dis-

cussed together the ideas expressed and began exploring the possibility of re-structuring the CIB in order for it to give 

greater service to Benedictine women around the world. 

As with every CIB gathering I have attended in the last several years, I came away with inspiration to live more faithfully 

our monastic way of life and to live it in hope and trust. I am grateful for the opportunities to gather with other women 

who have professed 

their lives according 

to the Rule of St. 

Benedict. 
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A Federation by Any Other Name ... 

At our General Chapter in June 2022 in Atchison, Kansas, there will be a discussion of our name, the Federa-
tion of St. Scholastica.  In SN 1 of Call to Life, it says, “The Federation of St. Scholastica, a monastic congrega-
tion of pontifical right, is a union of autonomous monasteries that are related essentially to the universal 
church, but juridically and practically to the federation. Each member monastery is of pontifical right through 
membership in the federation.”  

The question will be asked whether we want to change our name from the Federation of St. Scholastica to 
the Monastic Congregation of St. Scholastica.  In the October 2021 issue of the American Monastic News-
letter, the canon law column is entitled, “Monastic Congregations and Federations.”  It would be helpful, pri-
or to our Centennial Chapter, to read this column.  You can find it on page 4 of that issue of the American 

Monastic Newsletter here:  https://americanbenedictine.org/wp-content/uploads/amnoct21.pdf 

More to come  . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CBP was delayed in 2021 from January to May due 
to the pandemic.  Ultimately, it was changed to an 
online only meeting, which was disappointing, but nev-
ertheless an excellent virtual gathering.  Kudos to 
Aileen Bankemper, chair and the CBP coordinating 
committee and planning committee for successfully 
executing a great online meeting experience!  They 
received high marks.  Special thanks to Michelle Sink-
horn (Ferdinand) for being the tech manager for the  

meeting. 

Whether virtual or in person, a gathering of prioresses 
is always a great opportunity for exchange, mutual 
support and encouragement.  The prioresses always 
have an opportunity to gather both in the large group 
and in federation groupings, as well as small table dis-
cussion groups. 

The next meeting of the CBP 
is expected to be held in 
person in January 2022 at 
the retreat center of Our 
Lady of Grace Monastery in 
Beech Grove, Indiana, but it 
will be hybrid, allowing for 
those who are unable to 
travel to attend virtually. 

will be the featured 

speaker. She has written a number of books, including 
the recent Religious Life in Our World – Creating Com-
munities of Hope. This book was published by Orbis in 
2020. Maria currently serves as Associate Professor of 
Catholic Theological Ethics and Director of the Center 
for the Study of Consecrated Life at Catholic Theologi-
cal Union. 

In August 2021, I had the privilege of being a guest at 
the online meeting of the Federation of St. Gertrude. 
Sadly for them, I think they have lost count how many 
different dates they had set for their General Chapter 
to meet.  The pandemic kept interfering.  So, they de-
cided that they would at least meet online for some 
wonderful speakers, including the presidential address 
of Jeanne Weber.  For now, their General Chapter has 
been postponed until  2023.  The councilors, whose 
terms were expiring, agreed to continue their service 
until the 2023 Chapter. 

The first day of the meeting, after introductions and a 
financial report, Jeanne Weber, president of the Feder-
ation of St. Gertrude, gave her presidential address 
entitled, “At Night there are Tears, but with the Dawn 
there is Rejoicing.” She had lovely images in a power 
point that accompanied her spoken word.  (Con’t Page 8) 
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Every few years there is a meeting of the 

Union of Benedictine Presidents (UBP) 

which includes the presidents and prior-

ess general of the Federations of St. Ben-

edict, St. Gertrude, St. Scholastica and 

the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters 

of Perpetual Adoration, as well as the 

presidents of the Swiss American and 

American Cassinese monastic congrega-

tions of monks, and a representative of 

the abbots and priors of monasteries in 

the USA whose congregations are based 

outside of North America.  This year the 

following gathered for a wonderful time 

of reflection, input and discussion, host-

ed by St. Walburga Monastery in Elizabeth, 

NJ: Kerry O’Reilly (Federation of St. Benedict), Jeanne Weber (Federation of St. Gertrude), Lynn McKenzie 

(Federation of St. Scholastica), John Klassen (American Cassinese Congregation), Vincent Bataille (Swiss American 

Congregation) and Joel Macul (prior in Schuyler NE, representing the other abbots and priors whose congregations 

are based outside of North America). Regrettably, Dawn Mills of the Congregation of Benedictine Sisters of Perpet-

ual Adoration was unable to attend. 

We were honored to have two special guest speakers with us: Joseph Cardinal Tobin and Bishop Elias Lorenzo, both 

of the Archdiocese of Newark, New Jersey in which St. Walburga Monastery is located.  Cardinal Tobin spoke with 

us about the importance of the relationship of religious with the diocesan bishop where the religious are located. 

He stressed the importance of the local church and the gift religious are in the local church.  Bishop Elias gave us 

insights into the relationship of the monastic presidents with the various Vatican dicasteries based on his invalua-

ble experience during his years based in Rome as the prior of Sant’ Anselmo as well as his background as a canon-

ist.  It was a rare gift that we had these two prelates with us to give us the benefit of their unique experiences. 

The presidents also discussed other items of business and areas of common concern.  All expressed their gratitude 

for the interchange among the women and men Benedictines and the communion we share as daughters and sons 

of Saints Benedict and Scholastica.  The UBP is a wonderful small organization that is a gift to us all. 

 Location of meeting in 
  Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
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Left to right: John Klassen, Joel Macul, Vincent Batille, Jeanne Weber, Kerry O’Reilly, 

Cardinal Joe Tobin, Lynn McKenzie, and Bishop Elias Lorenzo. 
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 FROM THE FEDERATION ARCHIVES 

The Role of the Congregation in WWII and Its Aftermath 

During World War II, many of the Congregation’s usual activities had to be adjusted or postponed “until the end of the 
war”- whenever that might be. There were no Chapter meetings, there were no visitations. Sending mail overseas be-
came unreliable. Eventually, Rome could no longer be reached for the steady stream of permissions, rescripts, advice, 
or dispensations. Alternative avenues for these important documents were arranged, but there was often confusion 
over whose permission was now needed, and who to consult, adding an extra burden to the Mother President. 

The Mother President, the Council, and communities were instead confined to a heavy stream of letter writing and ex-
pensive long-distance phone calls (for those very complicated community problems). Travel had become unreliable for 
civilians. There were no guarantees that a train ticket for a particular day could be had, as military personnel and civil-
ian support staff were prioritized for travel. At one point, regarding a difficult community problem, Mother Lucy wrote 
in 1943, “If the Apostolic Delegate’s next letter brings anything requiring Congregational discussion, you may expect 
me there even if I would have to sit on my suitcase all night.”  

However, aside from some logistical problems, the Congregation made it through the war with little issue. While com-
munities might struggle with procuring specific goods, or the burden of the rising cost of building materials and the 
many workers strikes after the war, true suffering had largely bypassed the communities, and by extension, the Con-
gregation. Consequently, when the war had ended, and Europe needed to be rebuilt, the Congregation received a 
plethora of requests from Bishops, Abbots, and communities, asking for money or goods. The Congregation was able 
bring together the member monasteries to respond to these calls for help. 

To Father George Bartsch, secretary to the Abbot Primate, Mother Lucy wrote “Did you get our package send (sic) in 
June? Our College girls are sending you one of the regulation packages this week through the organized relief agency 
Care. We will be anxious to know if it reaches you. It is our first experience with this means.” The Congregation encour-
aged the individual monasteries to send packages as they were able, and many of these communities involved their 
local academies in the process. Father George wrote “My heartfelt thank for all what you done for me and St. Anselm 
(sic).” 

The sisters sent food, medicine such as the new drug, penicillin, amongst other goods. Some of this was specifically for 
St. Anselm and the Abbot Primate, who had suffered much deprivation during the war, but much was for the religious 
communities in Italy, the nuns of Zadar, in the former Yugoslavia, and likely others that we do not retain the corre-
spondence for. Mother Lucy, as Congregation president, coordinated the packages, informed the communities of what 
was needed, and offered advice how to best send the parcels. Some communities were more able to send packages 
than others, but every community contributed financially. 

When informed of Mother Lucy’s death in 1951, Father George wrote to Mother Alfred, “I myself recommend her soul 
often during the holy Mass to our Savior. May he be her merces magna nimis for all that she has done for your Con-
vent, your Congregation, for so many afflicted monasteries during and after the last great war. The greatest part of the 
many hundreds of parcels that have been sent to S. Anselmo and went through my hands, to be distributed among the 
poor nuns of Italy, were her work.”  

 Elaine Nadeau, FSS Archivist 

10-27-2021
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(Con’t from Page 5):

Jeanne punctuated her remarks with some moments of quiet, 
inviting us all to reflect on questions she posed to us about the 
current state of monastic life as we move into the future. It 
was a forthright presentation on the difficulties many of our 
communities are facing, yet presented with hope and faith. 

Jeanne began her remarks: “Perhaps we are being called to 
obedience in the sense of listening deeply to the current situa-
tion, with all its grief, rather than rebelling against it. Obedi-
ence in this sense is wedded to conversatio—the pliability of 
our hearts to the new that God is eager to bring about in us through this experience of pain and loss. And sta-
bility—our steadfast experience of and witness to the love and faithfulness of God precisely in this time and 
place.”  There was so much more richness contained in Jeanne’s presidential address.  My hope is that it will 
be published so that we can all read and be challenged by it.   

  Sister Jeanne Weber, OSB, President of the  
  Federation of St. Gertrude 

The second day there were two speakers: Dr. Emily Cash of St. Luke Institute and Sister Marielle Frigge of Sa-
cred Heart Monastery in Yankton, SD. Dr. Cash’s presentation was entitled, “Stages of Transition:  Skills for 
Weathering Uncertain Times.”  Sister Marielle’s presentation was entitled, “Lament in a Time of Transition.” 
Each presented from her own expertise and inspired and challenged us all. 

The prayers of the days together were beautiful!  Part of the prayer was the exquisitely and beautifully read (by 
Mary Coswin of Winnipeg) poem, “Cocoon,” by Richard Henrick, OFM Cap, the text of which follows:  

Cocoon 

Do not expect cocooning 
To be easy. 
It is not a time of rest 
But of rebirth. 
They used to think 
That the Caterpillar 
Merely slept there, 
Awaiting the wonder of wings. 
This is not true. 
To cocoon means 
The breaking down of self, 
Of letting go of all 
that may be considered 
Caterpillar. 
Yielding to the chrysalis call. 
Dropping all that is old identity, 
All that is desire, 
All that is hungry, 
All that is eating, eating, eating, 
Endlessly. 
When the moment comes, called 
To go to the cool dark underleaf, underlog place, 
To spin the silk of silent self, 
The Caterpillar dissolves, 
Touches the point of nothingness 
Of being; 
Become now 

Neither Caterpillar 
Nor Butterfly 
Become simply, potential, 
Until new form is found, 
Until the self-made tomb is too tight 
And Butterfly is birthed, 
bursting blessing, beauty. 
A journey through stillness 
into freedom, 
Into flight, 
No one who knew the Caterpillar 
Would know it in the Butterfly, 
No one who knows the Butterfly 
Would see in it 
Even the memory 
Of Caterpillar, 
Yet within there is 
A continuity of being 
A new recipe out of old ingredients 
A life remade, a seed flowered, a potency fulfilled, 
There is pain in this 
I am sure. 
How could there not be? 
There is always pain 
In surrender, 
In transformation, 
In new life, new birth                                          Page 8 



Gyrovagi: An occasional newsletter from the President of the 

Federation of St. Scholastica

Cocoon  (Con’t from Page 8)

Death before resurrection, 
Letting go, before letting be 
This is the divine order of things 
This is why there hides 
Even here, even now, 
In all your old Caterpillar desiring, 
In the hunger at the core of your being, 
The promise of Butterfly 
If you would but surrender 
To the call 
Of the cocoon. 
If you would know, 
even for a day, 
The wonder of wings 
The freedom of flight. 

used at opening and closing of FSG General Chapter online – 8-26-2021 

God of transformation, 
Grace us that we might submit to the call of the cocoon, 
letting go of what we know, of what we were, of what we are now, yielding to the potential and possi-
bilities to which you call us. 
In the sacred stillness and darkness, bless us with awareness of your presence in the pain, in the suffer-
ing, in the inevitable death to self that makes possible the emergence of the beauty and blessing we 
are to be. 
Help us to trust this chrysalis time,  
that engulfed in mystery and uncertainty, 
we may surrender that which holds us back 
and open ourselves to life different, yet-to-be explored, transformed. 
We ask this of you, God of our journey, through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  https://www.capuchinfranciscans.ie/cocoon-by-brother-richard-hendrick-ofm-cap/ 

Pandemic Delayed Elections – New Prioresses elected, others re-elected 

So much of life (all of life?) has been impacted by the coronavirus pandemic!  As was reported in an earlier is-

sue of the Gyrovagi (Spring 2020), the federation council filled a lacuna in our constitution, Call to Life, by 

providing for the postponement of elections and, thus, the elongation of a serving prioress’ term: “For a grave 

reason, the president, with the consent of her council and after consulting with the monastery, may postpone 

the election of a prioress and extend her term but not for more than one year.” 

The following monasteries had delayed elections due to the pandemic: Erie, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, St Leo, and 

Elizabeth NJ. 

Erie’s election was only postponed by a few months and was held in July 2020.  Baltimore’s election was held in 

September 2020.  Pittsburgh’s election was held in April 2021.  Both Elizabeth NJ and St. Leo FL elections were 

in May 2021. (St. Leo might get the prize for the most times postponed and re-scheduled!  Bless them for their 

perseverance!)   Then Colorado Springs held their election in June 2021.  And a newly scheduled election, due 

to the stroke of Sister Frances Briseño, was held in Boerne in November 2021.                                                 Page 9  
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 Stephanie Schmidt (Erie) 

 Kathy McNany (Baltimore) 
Elisabeth Meadows (Cullman) 

Bernadene Reyes (Boerne) 

Mariette Bernier (Elizabeth) 

Marie Therese Summers 

(Colorado Springs) 

Roberta Bailey (St. Leo) 

Karen Brink (Pittsburgh) 
Maricarmen Bracamontes 

Torreón  Page 10 



The beginnings of women Benedictines in the USA began with Benedicta Riepp, who, in 1852, bravely came from 

the world they knew of their monastery in Bavaria to the USA at the invitation of a German abbot living and 

working in the USA.  The rest, as they say, is history! That first monastery in rural Pennsylvania quickly founded 

other monasteries, and those monasteries founded still other monasteries.  Almost 170 years later, Benedictine 

life among women is still a life force, impacting many beyond the walls of each monastery. 

Perhaps it says something of the fidelity and the authenticity of the life founded and lived in St. Marys for over 

160 years that, despite closing the doors of this monastery in recent years, there is still so much life that was 

birthed from that place. 

All of the Sisters who were members of the chapter at St. Joseph Monastery have moved on to other lives be-

yond that founding monastery, most to other monasteries in our federation.  We are grateful for the witness of 

their lives. 

Now that all of those chapter members have been settled, and the property sold and proceeds distributed, it was 

possible for the council of the Federation of St. Scholastica to suppress the monastery, as provided in Call to Life 

(CN 9).  A report of the suppression and distribution will be given at the 2022 General Chapter of the Federation, 

as required by Call to Life (SN 58). 

While there is certainly sadness for the former members of St Joseph Monastery and, indeed, for all of us in our 

federation (and many other monasteries which ultimately came from St Joseph), we say THANK YOU to God for 

the many years of faithful living of the Benedictine charism in St Marys and for passing it on and spreading it 

across the continent. 

Soon to be published, a history of this 1st monastery of Benedictine women in the USA – thanks to author, friend, 

sister Ephrem Hollermann, OSB (St. Benedict’s Monastery, St Joseph, MN). 
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FSS 2021 Pre-Chapter Meeting – via Zoom! 

What could be better than having an experience of hearing from four of our past federation presidents – Joan 
Chittister, Regina Crowley, Esther Fangman and Glenna Smith, as well as to hear from voices of the next 
generation – Therese Haydel (Cullman), Mariano Olivo Espinoza (Torreón), Val Luckey (Erie) and Lucy Fitzmorris 
(Tulsa)?!  The one thing better would be to be able to share hearing these great voices with all in our home 
communities, beyond the prioresses and elected Chapter delegates.  And that 
happened through the magic of technology! 

We were honored also to have with us Sister Addie Walker, SSND (Pictured to the right) 
of San Antonio who challenged us in her presentation entitled, “’I Can’t Breathe.’ 
Confronting Racism in Community.” She led us in group discussions and challenged us 
to re-think and re-shape our hearts to be aware of the darkness in us and to shine a 
light.  What a gift she is to all of us! 

Pre-Chapter 2021 did not happen as we had planned it, which was to have been in 
person at St. Leo University in Florida.  Thanks to Roberta Bailey and other Sisters of 
Holy Name Monastery in St. Leo who had done so much to help us organize things!  Even though it didn’t 
happen as planned, it gave us a new experience with new opportunities we wouldn’t have had.  So we give 
thanks! 
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Next Generation panel moderated by Christine Ereiser 
(top left), Therese Haydel (top center), Mariana Olivo 
(top right), Lucy Fitzmorris (bottom left) and Valerie 
Luckey (bottom right). 

Past presidents panel 

moderated by current 

president, Lynn McKen-

zie (top left), Glenna 

Smith (top middle), 

Joan Chittister (top 

right), Regina (Jeanne) 

Crowley (bottom left) 

and Esther Fangman 

(bottom right) 
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 By Marva J. Hoeckelman, OSB (Watertown, SD) 

  Sister Marva Jean Hoeckelman, O.S.B., (pictured at left) a member of Mother of God Monas 
 tery in Watertown, SD, has authored her first book, Leaps of Faith: Playful Poems and Fanciful 
 Photos. 

 From a press release from her monastery: Leaps of Faith is a quirky, faith-filled book of poems 
     and fanciful photos depicting contemporary monastic life in the middle of America using imagi-

       native creation and personal  experience aimed at shaking up some of the stereotypes of 
vowed        religious held by many in secular society. It includes but is not limited to humorous character 
descriptions, experiences while enjoying the outdoors, and personal encounters with God. 

I was pleased to receive a copy of Marva’s new book and to review it.  As one who appreciates the gift of poetry, 
it was both a joy and delight to read Marva’s poems and see her creative photos taken on the monastery grounds 
in Watertown. The cover of her book is brightly colored with one of her fanciful phots of a grasshopper close up. 
It grabs your attention!  The book’s dedication is a poem in itself: 

 To Judith Valente, 
who pushed me to achieve, 
and in memory of 
Suzanne Koenig Cross, 
who taught me to believe. 

Her book is organized according to the Hours of the Divine Office: Matins, Lauds, Terce, Sext, None, Vespers and 
Compline. “Silence” is one of my favorites of her poems collected here, found in the Matins section,: 

The rest in a line of music 
The pause at a period 
The point between inhale and exhale 
A flock before it flees a tree 
The one sound the deaf can hear 
A baby between each cry 
What the printed word gives when it is not read 
Candles burning in adoration before the Eucharist 
The noise a hermit makes 
If you do not understand my silence 
Then you will not comprehend my words. 

Another favorite is the last in the book, ending the section on Compline, “C’est Tout!” 
When you kneel before 
The God who redeems you, 
Abandon all need 
For word or book or bead. 
Just be there. 
Look at the One who loves you. 
And love the One who looks at you. 
C’est tout! 

(Con’t Page 14) 
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For non-French speakers (like me) she adds a helpful footnote 
with asterisk to explain the meaning of the French expression 
in the title and the last line: “French: That’s All.” 

Marva also includes 2 appendices of note: Latin Phrases Used 
in Poems, and also Glossary of Benedictine Monastic Terms.  
They are thoughtful additions to her non-monastic and 
perhaps newer or younger monastic readers. 

The book is 6” x 6” and is a perfect gift. According to the book 
release, the poems are easy to understand and appreciate 
whether one is a poetry aficionado or not.  At this time it is 
available through ACTA Publications (800)397-2282 or Amazon 
(search box Hoeckelman) for $16.95. Vendors such as book 
and gift shops at monasteries, congregations, or retreat 
centers can obtain a sample copy by emailing the author at 
mjhoeckelman@yahoo.com. Venues for book signings can also 
be arranged with the author, COVID-19 permitting. 

Below is a requested submission from Susan Mika, director of 
BCRI, physically located in San Antonio, TX but with member 
monasteries from all over.  If your monastery is not yet a 
member of BCRI, please consider joining.  It is a way we can 
make a difference in corporations that have such broad 
influence and impact.  You can contact Susan Mika directly at: 
snmika2010@gmail.com 
______________________________________ 

The ministry of the Benedictine Coalition for Responsible 
Investment (BCRI) continues, full force ahead.  The 
pandemic has highlighted certain topics which needed to 
be raised with corporations. As the race for vaccines 
accelerated, religious shareholders and allies met with 
Moderna, Pfizer and Johnson and Johnson to insert 
critical questions.  These included: 

 Who would benefit from the vaccines?

 Where did the funds come from that were used to finance

the research?

 What would companies charge governments for the

doses?

 How would the distribution be world-wide? 

These questions were not popular and remain relevant today. 

We have continued to follow what is happening at the U.S. 
Mexico border under the current immigration system.  
Another topic has been to follow the Vatican seven year 
process to implement Laudato Si.  A major concern has been 
the implications of climate change, weather weirding and how 

to implement policies to reverse the damages endured by our 
Earth.  We have been able to get the antibiotics that we 
humans use out of McDonald’s chicken supply chain. 

The rules of shareholder engagement were established in 1934 
by the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) of the U.S. 
government.  At the end of 2019, the SEC tightened the rules 
for the dollar amount needed to raise issues with the 
corporations.  The SEC also raised the percentages needed to 
continue raising the issues with companies.  We feel these 
actions hurt shareholders, especially groups with small 
holdings.  We have joined in a national lawsuit, seeking to turn 
back these rules.  In March 2022, we hope to have a summary 
judgment from the federal judge assigned to the case. 

Some of our members are able to file shareholder resolutions 
with the companies where they are invested.  This process 
happens mostly in November and December.  Some are 
participating in dialogues with companies.  Some are voting 
the proxies in their portfolio. Some of our members want to 
learn more about all the issues, so they can talk with their 
members, family and friends. Some members pray for all of 
this ministry’s endeavors.  Every action is a way to practice 
corporate responsibility.  

During 2021, the members have been meeting monthly by 
ZOOM.  This affords a chance to discuss many of these issues 
together and catch up about what is happening in our various 
monasteries.  It is amazing to get updates from the various 
regions where our monasteries are located.  We are currently 
working with 27 groups – the latest to join our efforts are the 
Emmaus Ministries/Erie, St. John’s Abbey/Collegeville and the 
Federation of St. Scholastica.  There is so much to be done.  
Onward to 2022! 

We have our previous Benedictine CRI Newsletters on-line 
visit:https://boernebenedictines.org/benedictine-cri-
newsletters-articles/                              Susan Mika, OSB (Boerne) 
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(Cont. from Page 13) 
Marva also includes 2 appendices of note: Latin Phrases 
Used in Poems, and also Glossary of Benedictine Monastic 
Terms.  They are thoughtful additions to her non-monastic 
and perhaps newer or younger monastic readers. 

The book is 6” x 6” and is a perfect gift. According to the 
book release, the poems are easy to understand and appre-
ciate whether one is a poetry aficionado or not.  At this time 
it is available through ACTA Publications (800)397-2282 or 
Amazon (search box Hoeckelman) for $16.95. Vendors such 
as book and gift shops at monasteries, congregations, or 
retreat centers can obtain a sample copy by emailing the 
author at mjhoeckelman@yahoo.com. Venues for book sign-
ings can also be arranged with the author.                   Page 14 
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Sister Angela Nuokus and Sister Karsy James, formerly of Queen of Angels 
Monastery in Liberty, Missouri, are in the process of founding Mother of the 
Church Monastery in Micronesia. They both grew up in the Micronesian is-
lands and they returned there after the closing of the monastery in Liberty 
with the intention of founding a Benedictine monastery there.  They have 
completed a draft of their new constitution.  Their monastery building is still 
under construction, with many work stoppages along the way that have 
proved somewhat frustrating for them.  

They have financial needs that perhaps some or all of the rest of us in the fed-
eration could assist with.  They live on a small island and have to travel by 
boat to the main island where they do their grocery shopping and attend 
meetings, etc.  They have limited internet access.  A great grace for them is 
that there are already a number of young island women who would like to 
join them in living the monastic way of life at Mother of the Church Monas-
tery. But until they can finish their construction and try to ensure ways to 
provide solid formation, they are unable to officially welcome these women. 

It would be great, if you have some funds to share, to send them to Rose Marie Stallbaumer in Atchison for 
the needs of the nascent Micronesian community. Rose Marie has worked out a way to wire the money for 
particular needs.  If we could fund their annual Wisdom Connections T4 subscription fee, help with con-
struction costs, needed water tanks (they depend on rain water for water source), solar panels (for their 
lighting, wife and freezer), and for gasoline for their boat, it would be a way to commit ourselves to birthing 
Benedictine life in a land in which it has never been before.  Perhaps you could choose one or more of 
these specific needs for which to send funds.  Please contact Lynn (lynnmckenzieosb@gmail.com) or Rose 
Marie (rosemarie@mountosb.org) for more information about sending much needed funds for the use of 
our Benedictine Sisters in Micronesia. 

Q/A. ON THE BORDER: THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
 by Evangeline Salazar, OSB (Colorado Springs) 

Q:  In the final remarks of the book, you call us to help lift the chains that bind the immigrants, refugees 
and asylum seekers and you thank and mention people and organizations who are doing this. Can you be 
more specific about who these people and organizations are and what they do? 
A:  Thank you for the question. Sarah Jackson is a young woman who, after traveling to the southern bor-
der, witnessed the treatment of the detainees in detention centers.  Moved by what she saw, Sarah re-
turned to Aurora, Colorado and opened her home to relatives of detainees when they came to visit the de-
tainees.  This was the beginning of a much broader ministry which she details in a book: THE HOUSE THAT 
LOVE BUILT.  Her ministry, with the help of hundreds of volunteers, has grown by leaps and bounds. 

Stephen Michael Tumolo, a very dear friend, ministers to men who are held in prisons.  He prepares them 
to live non-violent lives when they are released.   

RAICES (Refugee and Immigration Center for Education and Legal Services) provide food, clothing, language 
classes, housing, medical and legal services.  The agency provides a forum for volunteers to meet the new 
arrivals and learn firsthand about the situation in Central America.  All are dependent on financial help.
(Q&A Con’t. Page 16)                                                                                                                                                             Page 15 
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ON THE BORDER: THE WAY OF THE CROSS  (Con’t from Page 15)

Q:  You make mention of the many women religious who responded to the call for help in El Paso.  Why was this an 
enriching experience?      

A:  The call for help came from the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR).  Sisters responded in amazing 
numbers.  They came from almost every convent and monastery in the country.  The sisters were mostly in their seven-
ties and eighties and were retired from active ministry.  These were retired teachers, nurses, doctors, lawyers, mission-
aries, professors and administrators.  All came with a skip in their step and a song in their heart.  They were willing to 
do whatever task was assigned to them.  They were mothers and grandmothers to the children and parents.  It was 
beautiful to observe the interaction with the children and with each other.  After the day work was completed, the sis-
ters gathered in the parlor of Loretto with a glass of wine and chatted about the experience of the day and into the 
night they chatted about their life experiences.  It was delightful and amazing. 

Q:  You started out by sharing your thoughts and experiences in the form of emails to the sisters in your community. 
How did your sharing become a book? 

A:  It’s amazing how God works in mysterious ways.  In the sharing, dialogue became suggestions, and these material-
ized into possibilities.  My sisters and friends suggested that the greater community would be interested in knowing my 
experiences and sharing my reflections.  It was suggested that writing a book would be a way of involving more people 
in the work of Jesus; helping the poor, feeding the hungry, and freeing the detained.  And so, the book came to be. 

Q:  What did you learn from writing the book? 

A:  It takes a village to publish a book.  It is not a one-person project; it takes many minds and many hands.  It is a hum-
bling and fulfilling experience.  A blessing from God. 

You can order Evangeline’s book from Amazon by simply doing a search for “Evangeline Salazar.”  The book is available in both 
paperback and in Kindle format.  It would be especially nice as a gift for Lent as a new way to reflect on the Stations of the Cross.”

CIB 2020 – Region 9 Report 
 COVID Experiences 

Submitted by CIB delegates: Sisters Aileen Bankemper, Tonette Sperando, 
Jeanne Weber, First Substitute Clare Carr, Second Substitute 

This report below was published in the Advent 2020 CIB Newsletter.  The report was submitted by our own region’s 
delegates and substitutes.  Each region of the world was asked to submit a brief report with reflections about what the 
experience of COVID has been like for the monasteries of their region.  Our region’s report was one of the best written 
and organized reports! 

 Region 9 is comprised of Benedictine monasteries in the USA and Canada.
 Due to the coronavirus pandemic, life as we have known it has changed drastically since  March, 2020:

 Meetings such as Conference of Benedictine Prioresses (CBP), 55 and Under, training of New Visitators, Benedictine
Spirituality Workshop and Retreat (BSWR), and Inter-Federation Archives Committee were either cancelled, post-
poned, or held virtually.

 Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) was held virtually. The two major initiatives for the
year follow: (See Page 17)
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Covid Report (Con’t)

 The initial work of a five-year commitment to undo institutional and systemic racism within the organization as well as 
within the member congregations and wider society.

 The ongoing discernment conversation regarding the movement into the future of religious life as a whole and how
communities might organize themselves in new ways in order to respond wholeheartedly to the demands of mission
today.

 The bubbling up of America’s hidden social viruses: racism, violence, police brutality and the political polari-
zation of our nation as we head into an historic presidential election is drawing a record number of citizens
to vote. Many monasteries are responding by including special intercessions in the Liturgy of the Hours or
setting aside additional prayer times for just, compassionate, and peaceful outcomes.

 Each monastery implemented various safety precautions in response to the pandemic:
 Varying degrees of quarantine continue to be in place for members, employees, and guests.

 Eucharistic liturgies were cancelled or limited to Sunday, solemnities and some feast days. Commu-
nities with live-in chaplains continue to have Mass daily. Sisters preside at communion services and 
give reflections.

 Several discernment and elections of prioresses were postponed.
 Communities gather for periods of silence and/or participate in intentional prayer opportunities on

behalf of our world during this time of pandemic. Prayers for those suffering from the virus, for
those who care for them, and for an end to the pandemic are regularly included in the Liturgy of the
Hours. Several prayer activities such as Liturgy of the Hours and funerals are live-streamed so that
family and guests may participate virtually.

 Zoom or other forms of video conferencing have become the norm. Communities participated virtu-
ally in retreats, meetings, workshops and webinars. This allowed Oblates and other guests to partici-
pate when appropriate.

 Some community sponsored ministries temporarily closed. Others such as schools and retreat cen-
ters developed online educational and spiritual programming opportunities, in addition to offering
virtual Spiritual Direction.

 Employees practice social distancing, wear masks, and have temperatures taken regularly. Some
employees work remotely from home.

 Sisters practice social distancing in the Chapel and dining room as best they are able, wear masks
when in close contact with each other or employees, and have temperatures taken as determined
appropriate.

 With restricted travel opportunities allowed, specific sisters are delegated as shoppers for the com-
munity.

 With limited staff on site, sisters have taken on more household responsibilities.

 Outside visiting with guests is allowed on a limited basis with appropriate distancing, masks, and
temperature checks required. With winter near, visiting outdoors may not be possible.

 If sisters must travel staying overnight outside of the monastery, they are required to quarantine
upon their return.

 Sisters who do not live in the monastery have participated in events via Zoom or other virtual for-
mats. Some have been permitted to attend some activities at the monastery but not stay overnight.

 Some sisters who live at the monastery but work outside of the monastery have been asked to sit
apart from the majority of the community in the chapel and dining room so as not to be in “close
contact” with others. 

 COVID-19 knows no boundaries. Even with safety precautions in place, sisters in at least five of the
monasteries have tested positive for the virus. One community experienced the death of one sister
due to complications from the virus with many others in that monastery also testing positive.

 Although the pandemic has brought great hardship to our monasteries - physically, psychologically,
and economically; it has also provided an opportunity for a deeper spiritual life to emerge for indi-
vidual sisters and the communities, has strengthened bonds, and has called us to a deeper level of
trust and faith in our God who knows the plan for us and desires only that which is good. Our hope

rests in God alone.                                                                                                                                Page 17




